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In thee, O LORD, do 1 put my Truſt: 
TH ty oe e en my 


. hone us hither: at this/ Time, 
1 The Remains of that Miniſter, 
Ig whoſe Face you were won't to ſee, 
and whoſe Voice you have ſo of- 
ten heard in this Fulpit, arg no 
plac d before you in his Min, and mult immediate- 
ly be attended to his Grave; which will be done, 1 
doubt not by many oß yu, as in Stephen's Gale, 
with great Lamentation over him 
A 2 This 
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his 15 ſpeaks. aloud ta zu: and I al- 
ſo am defir to You upon the Otcafion of 
ity — — aſſiſt aud comfort 
the Souls of the Living, rather than embalm the 
Name of the Dead. A 


4 T to this,, iD the Direction of the De- 


= CE. Ml” — 0 ug do > 5 


Truſt, Fo me never be Pt ee. ants 
1. He ſolemnly profeſ s his Dependance on God. 
Is fo jb. e de J Ia He bed dons ſa 
fxdea Bis You my Hope, G Lord Gods 


„ * v. 5. And this he 


continued: to do exen tod Age, for tes it was 
he ma e this Profeſſion i in the Text, as appears by 


what he ſays, v. 9. C ne not of in tbe Time of old 
Age : forſake me not when my Strengt h faileth me. Some 
ttuſt in Cheriots, and ſams. in. Hujſes ;. ſome cruſt. 
in their Wealth, and boaſt themſelyes in the multi- 
tude of thelr Riches ; Tone glory in their Strength, 
their Wiſdom, c. but whatever others do, O Lord, 


E phs 289 Buff in öl 5 in chich — opeuly avows 


to th World;. and\bumbly:profeilcs 36 God, the 
efitite Confidence he bas in _ j that all his = 
pendance is upon ad 9 all u his 8 
fen hit.” n 230 V ae 


— dad N 
1 Pleads for May” Let me wot be 
fut 16Cpiifa/on./ Not that he thought God a Deb- 
ror" to him lor bis Fdich; how much Glory foever it 
ave unto him: 5 is Tenſible, chat the Grmeſ} 


[T * depen: 


rn to plead wich hin, that be wou d not ſhame 


«as Gy” OY -0,_ TS. 


of "Traffng in Go 7 
dependance on his Name, cd nov deſerve the” 
leuſt Metey at bis Hund. The Crearute by this- 


lays him under tro Obligation ; -\'for tary 4 Man be 


proſſtable unte God; * as he thatu Wiſe may be 80. 
Binde or his Fenow Creature > Bot reiyiag en 
— Goodnels of God," and the Truth of his Word,” 

ng profeſs'd his Faith in Bit,” he is hünbiy 


the Hope of a &iiffding Soul: That others might 
have nd Cauſe to reproch und inſult bim upon this? 
Attoutt, 4 if fy Truſt was *ither miſplaced ot 
nor fiicere. © Aud ho Udobt but be öfered up this 
Prayer with af humble Hope of being heard ; / and” 
ditt bellere one chat was help to put His Truſt 
in Goc, eue himſelf never” be put to Conf. 


ſion. 


Nie eie ie 
” th ſpeaking to tn theſe words, Tit, : 
I. Explain the Nature of this Tiuſt. v1 en 
UI. Shew what. thoſe thac Exerciſe i ir, are falici-, 


II. The Reaſon they have both to dere 
expeck it. 0 


tl Dig! ess 
1 hal! 


I. Explain the Natute af this Grace, and ſhew 


what that Truſt is, which we may hope will nor 
us to Confuſon. 


I am ſenſible this js a Thing mnch' better knawi 
by put pwn Experience, than all the es 0 


of 
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of others That we ſhall haxe not only a more 
comfortable, but a clrarer and more diſtinct Ap- 
prehenſion of it, by being our ſelyes enabled to 
exerciſc it, than by the juſteſt and moſt exact De - 
ſeription given ↄf it by the Words of any Man 
whatſoeyer. However, I ſhall offer ſomething to- 

wards the ſatigfying:this Ent.. 

- Ang in the general it may A. That 
Truſt in God, is + Piece of Natural Religion; 2 
great part of Piyinę Worſhip, indeed, that which , 
takes into its Compaſs the Whole of our Duty to 
God. In the general it may he deſcrib d as an AQ. 
of the Mind, herein we depend upon God to re - 
move the Eyils we feel, or prevent thoſe we ſear, 
and to beſtow, upon., us all the good Things we. 
need, with a believing Expectation of a comfort - 
ble Iſſue in his own Time. 

To ſay we Truſt in God, is in Effect humbly to 
tell him when we are afraid, and in Danger, we run 
to him for Safety... . 

When we are oppreſs'd * anc bom down hy 
heavy Burdens, we lean upon him - for. Sapgort. 
_ 7 

When we are in a Wants er Strate we logk to 
him for Supplies. Having ſaid thus much of it in 
general, I ſhall give a more 3 Account of 


it in the following Frapoftiong 1 1 


"Prop. 1. God den is the O lee gf our Truſt, 
He is ſp in Oppoſition. to all Creatures. .whatlocver. 


7} here's nothing. more due t to. God than this, and 


it's 


5 Of Te 86D 5 
it's 4 Glory he will never allow fhenld be give to 
atother. He has HERE 'commanded us to 
"eraſe from Man, from truſting in him: We maſt not 

depend upon his Wiſdom, Strength, Kindneſs, Pro- 
mies and Falkhfülneſr, &. Curſed be the Man thar 
tyuſterh in Man, and maketh Fleſb bis Arm, and whoſe 
Heart departeth from the Lord, Jerem. xvii. 5: It's'an 
Affront to God; for he puts that Confidence in, 
and thereby gives that Glory to a Creature which | 
ib due only ts himſelf. And What's ſuch an Al- 
front to God, is the greateſt Folly in us ; for the 
Armwe ſtay dn is Fleſh, and therefore not ſufficient 
to ſupport us: Wherein is he jo. be accounted of, 
whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils Whoſe Arm i! is bat 
Fleſh'? Whoſe Promiſes are ſo uncertain, being Him- 
ſelf cither weak that he cannot, or falſe that al 
will not perform them ? Surely Men lou Degree are 
Vanity, and Men off U Degree are « Lie, Plal. Nil. 
5 He that truſts in Man, leans upon 4 broken 
Reed, and his Confidence ih the end will be his 
Confuſion; ceaſe therefore from Man! make him 
neither your Fear not your Hope 3 let God alone 
be your Truſt and Stay. 
In like manner we are forbid Oe in Riches: 
— how fooliſh ſoever it is, and unlikely ſoever it 
may be thought, is a thing we are in danger of: 
Elſe the Apoſtle would not have directed Truly 
in ſo ſolema a Manner to charge the Rich in this 
World that they do nor Truſt in uncertain Rithes, but 
in the living God. 1 Tim. vi. 17. It's a deſcription 
of the wicked Man in general, tho' more particu- 
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1adly . ſpoken of Da, That. br malt u Cfd, hit 
Serength, but Trufts in the Ahundaae of bis. Righe/s 
Plal, ii. 7. His Gold is his Hope and ſo becomes 
his God, But this. his way is ar Sncg bis Sin a 
his Felly, For theſe while they;promite Reſt, mh - 
tiply our Cares; and when. we arg pleaſing dur 
ſelyeq with Thoughts of chair, Jong. Continpange- 
often, make themſelves Wings and fly, away : ortho 
y ſhould cantinue wich us to che laſt, cap f pro” 
fig, us in the Pay of Evil. Nor is there apy, thipg 
In, our ſclyes thay ſhould be our Txult, _ Our NN. 
Hals Strength, acquired Excellengies, Jnpral Endo- 
ments, Religious Performances, we ate torbid 
glorifying in, and according yt the Chriſtian's 
Charadter,, that be. 1 in Chriſt Jou, having, ao 
Confidence - in the is AD _ i9 Yo! 
But tho' this Truſt be "elſeprial 0 Creaturs, 
and thus due to the Divine . it 5 — 
exerciſed, by an apoſtate Creature, an. an ahl 
God ; as is plain, from. the Caſe of the Devils. = 
believe, bur then only tremble ar the Thopghts of 
dhe God they own, witbont being able to cruſt 
in him. James 1. 19. The. Devils teller and $rem- 
ble, We are therefore ſaid to hellere in. God by: Je- 
ſus Chriſt, I Per. A. 21. who by bim do beliai in Gad 
that raiſed him 72 from the Dead, &6,' In him tbe di- 
vine Perfe cti ons axe preſented, amiabis and delight- 
ful to our View ; In him we ſee God not only juſt, 
but merciful, puniſhing Sin to preſerve the Aintho- 
rity of his Law ; but ready to pardon it to declare 
the Riches of. his Grace, God tings.zeſt for his of- 
| fended 


f Truſts in Go p. 9 
fended Juſtice in his Son; and we find reſt for bur 
guilty Souls in God. n 75 "PPM 

And not only ſo, but out Saviour propounds 
himſe!f to us as the Object of our Truſt, together 
with the Father, Ie believe in God, believe alſo in 
me, John. xiv. 1. Where he requires Faith in himſelf, 
in the ſame manner it is requir'd in God. And 

we find the ſame Bleſſedneſs pronounced on' thoſe 
that truſt in the Son, which is any where predi- 
cated of them that truſt in God. It's ſaid (ſpeaking 
of God,) Bleſſed are all they that truſt in Him, Pal. 
xxxiv. 8. and if his Anger (ſpeaking of the Son) 
be kindled but a little, Bleſſed are all they that Truſt 
in Him, Pal. ii. 12. It being the Will of the 
Father that all Men ſhould thus do Honour to 
the Son, together with himſelf ; wherein he does 
not give his Glory to another, becauſe he and the 
Father are one. 

Prop. 2. This Truſt is to be exerciſed in God at all 
Times and Seaſons. It's a Grace calculated for every 
Condition, tho' more eſpecially fitted to ſome Cir-, 
cumſtances of Life. Therefore thus the Command runs, 
Pal. Iii. 8. Truſt in him at all times, ye People, &c. 
in Proſperity and Adverſity, when you are full, and 
when you ate empty: Tho' he lay you, yet truſt in 
him ; ſo holy Job reſolved to do, Job xiii. 15. 4+ 
braham believed in Hope againſt Hope; Truſt God, 
when you can't trace him ; when he hides himſelf ; | 
removes your Comforts ; empties you of all Creature 
Enjoyments ; and ſeems to ſhut out your Prayers; 
when he calls you forth to difficult Duties, and to bear 
the ſoreſt Tryals; Truſt him in Life and Death; 

B at 
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at all times, in all Caſes, and upon all Occaſions. 
It's never out of Seaſon. 

Prop. 3. This Truſt is to be repoſed i in God for 
every Thing we need, and with all that we have. 

We muſt depend upon him for Wiſdom and Counſel, 
when we are in Doubt, and know not what to do; for 
Strength andSupportunder heavy Loads of Affliction ; 
for Protection in Danger, and Deliverance from Evil. 
In a Word, it's our Duty to truſt God for Time 
and Eternity, Earth and Heaven, for the Salva- 
tion of our Souls, the Reſurrection of our Bodies, 
and the compleat Happineſs of both in Heaven. 

And in like manner we are to truſt God with eve- 
ry thing that regards his Intereſt and Kingdom, 
his Church and People, his Goſpel and all the Con- 
cerns of his Glory in the World. As alſo with e- 
very thing that relates to our ſelves, our Perſons, 
Families, Name, Credit, Reputation, Liberty, and 
Life it ſelf; all theſe are to be left with him, and 
committed entirely to his Care. 
| Prop. 4. God is to be truſted in the way of his 
Commands and our Daty. This Faith muſt have all 
the neceſſary Attendants and Fruits of it. It ſhou'd 
be far from us to think that all required of us here- 
in is, a bold Perſwaſion and ſtrong Confidence of 
God's Care, when we our ſelves are regardleſs of 
his Commands, and live as we liſt : We are re- 
quir'd therefore to 77uſt in God, and do Good, Pſal. 
xxxvii. 3. and to commit the keeping of our Souls to 
him in well doing, 1 Pet. iv. 19. So that this Truſt in 
God muſt be accompanied with Obedience to all his 
in Commands, and a conſcientious uſe of all proper 

and 
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of Truſting in Gop. 11 
and neceſſary Means for our own Security and Pre- 
ſervation. Such a Conformity ro God's Will mult 
always attend our Dependance on his Cate, ek 
tempt God rather than truſt him. 

Prop. 5. This Truſt in God is to be exercis'd i in 
a dependance upon the neceſſary Aids and Aſſiſt- 
ances of the Divine Spirit. Our Saviour tells us, 
without him we can do nothing; and much. leſs 2his 
Thing, wherein ſo much of the Life of Religion 
does conſiſt ; and which, tho' eaſily ſaid, is one of 
the hardeſt Things in the World regularly to per- 
form: And therefore when we are ſaid by him to 
believe in God, 1 Pet. i. 21. it may be as well, un- 
derſtood, rhat it is by his Spirit's Operation, as his 
own Mediation and Interceſſion. By this Spirit we 
have thro' him acceſs to the Father hi way as well 
as in Prayer; and no Man can call Chriſt Lord, lo as 
to truſt in him for Salvation, but by the Holy Ghoſt. 
The Truſt that's warranted by the Word, muſt be 
rais'd by his Influence. Such is and muſt be the 
Truſt we may humbly hope will not expoſe us to 
that which every, good Man dreads to fall under: 
And what that is I come to ſhew, 

II. What they that exerciſe this Truſt in God, 
are ſolicitous to eſcape, and therefore earneſtly pray 
againſt. Now this is their being put to Confuſion, 
or being aſham'd ; and this either of their Faith, or 
their Hope. Their earneſt Requeſt and Prayer is, 
Thar they may never be aſham'd, 

Firſt, Of their Faith in, and Dependance on God: 
That their Confidence may not in the end be their 
Confuſion. This is what they know not how to 
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bear: They are as a Wonder to many, for their 
Trials ind their Faith; Every One waits to ſee 
what will be the Iflne of that extraordinary Confi- 
dence they profeſs to have in God : and how can 
they bear the thoughts of being expoſed for their 
Faith to the Scorn of others, and taunted at as fooliſh 
Creatures for their Truſt in God ? That others ſhou'd 
laugh them to Scorn, and ſhake their Head at em, 
ſaying, They truſted on the Lord, Pſal. xxii. 7, 8. Oh, 
let us never be aſham'd of what we did. herein, as 
if it was a bold and preſumptuous Thing for which 
we had no Warrant; Or a vain and fooliſh Thing 
from which we cou d not reaſonably expect any Ad- 
vantage, and therefore in the end wou d be Mat- 
ter of Shame. 

Secondly, Of their Hope and Exped akion rais'd 

upon this Truſt. Let me never be aſham'd of my 
Dependance on God, nor of my Hope from him. 
Let me not be diſappointed of the Mercy I expect- 
ed, and ſo made aſham'd of my Hope, either of 
Deliverance in this World, or of Salvation in the 
next. 

Of Deliverance in this World. God is their 
Truſt, and they expe& and hope for great Things 
from him. They do not indeed hope for great 
Things for themſelves in this World; They are for- 
bid, and eſpecially at ſome times to ſeek them ; They 
do not expect great Things from Men, nor do 
they look for an entire Exemption from all affli- 
Rive penal Evils in this Life. They are not ſo 
vain as to pleaſe themſelves with the Thought of an 
abſolute Freedom from Temptations of any kind, 

whilſt 


xhilſt they are in this uncertain World ; this wou d 
be as fooliſh a Thing as for a Man that puts to 
Sea for a long Voyage, to imagine he ſhall meet 
with no. Storms, when his Buſineſs is to provide 
himſclf with all. Things neceſſary to weather them. 
They know that thro' manifold /Fribulations-they 
muſt enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. They 
have therefore no ſuch Hopes as theſe, if they bad, 
they. wou d indeed be, aſham d. 

But they da hope for all e Supplies, and 
Comfort under their Trials; that God will be a 
very preſent Heip to them in the Time of Trou- 
ble ; if he cauſe them to pals thro Fire and Water, 
that he will be with them there; that till he remove 
the Temptation, he will give them Strength to bear 
it, and in his own time a happy Eſcape out of it. 
That thoſe Waters which come into their Soul, and 
threaten to overwhelm: chem, in due time ſhall be 
aſſwaged. If Providences.are-dark and cloudy, they 
hope to ſee fair Weather coming from the Promi- 
ſes; and tho they walk in Trouble, that God will 
revive them: That he will give them Beauty for 
Aſhes, the Oil of Joy for Mourning, the Gar- 
ments of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavineſs; Theſe 
Things they de hope for, and humbly pray that 
they may not be diſappointed of their Hopes; that 
they may not miſs the Bleſſing they expected from 
God, and depended upon receiving, as promiſed 
to thoſe that Truſt in him. But eſpecially, | 

They deſire they may not be aſham'd of their 
Hope of Salvation in the other World: But have 
ff Confidence before the Lord at his coming. 1 John ii. 
R | 28. 
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4 28. J. d. When I come into the other World, and 
e ſhall ſtand at his Tribunal, who judges without 
« Reſpect of Perſons, where I am to receive the 
c final and deciſive Sentence, let me not then be 
ce put to Confuſion. Let me not at that time when 
* come big with Hopes of finding the Judge my 
“Friend, of being acquitted at his Bar, and te- 
c ceiv'd into his Kingdom, ſet mie not then be a- 
« ſham'd of my Hope, and inſtead of hearing thoſe 
« raviſhing Words, Come thou bleſſed of my Father, &c. 
« be confounded by that dreadful Doom, Depart 
« from me ye curſed, &c. and when 1 pleas'd my ſelf 
« with the Hopes of the Judge's Favour, be told he 
ct never knew me. Oh, let me not thus be put to 
« Confuſion. What Lord wou'd more effectually 
ce fill me with Shame, than to meet with a Curſe 
« where I hopd for a Blefling ? and be forbid the 
et bliſsful Preſence into which I thought to be ad” 
« mitted? And inſtead of thoſe Joys I reckon'd 
„ {© much upon, be doom'd' to the Torments I ne- 
« yer ſuſpected? Lord, I truſted in thee, I hope 
« did ſo, and that truly tho' imperfectly, let me 
ce not then be put to Confuſion ; ſhame not my 
<« 'Truſt either here or hereafter ; let my Innocency 
ce be vindicated and clear'd up in the Day when all 
« Things will be made manifeſt, from thoſe Miſts 
* and Clouds that here obſcur'd it; let it then ap- 
« pear, tho' I was not perfect, I was upright, and 
« kept my ſelf from the great Tranſgreſſion. Pſal. 
<« xix. 13. Then let my Reproaches be roll'd away, 
«© and my Righteouſneſs be brought forth as the 
« Light.” I come now to 


III. 


Of Truſtig 2. Gor D. 15 
118. The Reaſon and Encouragement which they; 
that truſt in God have both to defire and expect 
this, And here I ſhall ſhew, - 1 
1. The Reaſon they have to deſre it... Nor chis 
is obvious to every one, and needs not to be long 
inſiſted on. No Man cares to ber ut to only 
ſion. For 
1. This is a Thing moſt NS * Aifplea. 
ſing, to human Nature; what we can't bear, with 
any tolerable Patience, but are always uneaſy un- 
der. Shame is the Reproach of Nature, and very 
grie vous to it: Hardly am thing is more abhotrent 
and diſpleaſing to us; no wonder then the Pſalmiſt 
does ſo earneſtly pray to be deliyered from this 
Evil. But in the preſent Caſe, Shame and Con- 
fuſion eſpecially is dreaded, becauſe | 
24h. It wou'd here be ruinous and deſtructive. It 
involves in it a certain and an eternal Ruin. To be 
diſappointed here is to be undone ; it infers the lo 
of all that's valuable and dear: Had theſe no Hope 
beyond this Life, they wou'd of all others be moſt 
miſerable; and ſhou'd the Hope they have beyond: 
it deceive them, they mult (if poſſible) ſtill be more 
miſerable, ſince as nothing more expoſes us to Shame 
than the diſappointment of our Hopes, ſo. of all 
others the Hopes of Salvation. The Troops. of | 
Tema were aſham'd, becauſe they kad hoped, Job 
vi. 19. Where they expected Floods of Water, they 
met with Heaps of Sand; and this made them a», 
ſham'd. What Confuſion then muſt he be fill'd with, 
who look'd for Glory and Honour, Immortality 


and Eternal Life, but meets with Indignation and 
Wrath, 
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Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh That miſſes a Hap- 
pineſs he fully expected, and finds the Torments he 
never dreamt of? No wonder then to hear the 
Nulmiſt offering up ſuch a Requeſt as this to God ; 
Oh; let me not be aſham'd; and put to Confufion. 
He deprecates this with the higheſt Reaſon; if he 
be aſham'd he is diſappointed, and to be diſap- 
pointed in this Cafe is to be undone. 
Having ſhew'd the Reaſon wy ve to d-fire this : 
I come: now | 
2. To ſhew what Besse they have to 
expect it. What Ground have they to hope it ſhall 
not be their Caſe ?- That they ſhall not be put to 
Confuſion, but be heard in the Thing they fear and 
pray againſt > T anſwer, they have Reaſon to expect 
this. 
Firſt, From the Excellency of the Obies. This 
Fruſt, we are ſure, is not miſplac d, but fix d on one 
that's well able to ſupport it. Divine Perfections 
are ſufficient Pillars to bear up the Believer's Soul; 
and he that leans upon theſe can never ſink. What 
may not be hoped for from a God! A Being of 
unſearchable Wiſdom, almighty Power, invariable 
Truth, and of boundleſs Mercy and Goodneſs ? 
When we rely upon the Condu of Omniſciency, we 
have more for our dire&ion than the Wiſdom, not. 
only. of all the Men on Earth, but of all the. Angels 
in Heaven :' we run no hazard in truſting him in 
whom there is everlaſting Strength, Iſa. xxvi. 4. We, 
may ſafely depend upon that Mercy which is above 
the Heavens, and endures' for ever. It's impoſſible 
to be decciv'd, m_ we hope in the Promiſe of one 
that 
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that cannot lie. The Propher: puts it upon this, ot 
rather our Saviour himſelf, for a greater than ub 
is here, when he ſays he Lor Gad will beig me, 
therefore I ſhall not be conſoumlleu, aud I Hou that { 
ball not be aſbumed, Iſai: l. 1 The Ape alſb puts 
it upon this in his own- Caſe, Nevertheleſs I ain tas 
aſbamed, for I know whom' I hade believed: What man- 
ner of Perſon he is, one every way fitted for his 
great Undertaking ; one that's mighty to Save; 
who is well able to keep that which J have com-. 
mitted to him; I ſhall never be aſhamed of my Truſt 
in him, of of my Expectations from him. We are 
often aſhamed' of our Truſt in other Things, of our 
Hope, and Expectations from Creatutes. Theſe at 
Ciſterns that can't ſupply "us, they are Reeds that 
can't ſupport us; ſo far from that, when we lean 
upon them they run into our Hands, and wound us:; 
we find them weak and feeble, unprofirable and 
vexatious : Things, that can't profit us, dont anſwer 
our ExpeRations, and we are aſhamed: of our hope; 
but Truſt in God can never be attended with ſuch 
Conſequences, from the Nature and Excellency 'of 
the Object. They that traſt in God for help ſhall 
not be diſappointed, they know whom they have 
truſted, and therefore know they ſhall not be a 
ſhamed. 

Secondly, From the purpoſe of God. Eternal Love 


deſigns all that for a good Man which the Promife 


gives him reaſon to expect; and this is à full Secu- 
rity to our Faith. We may ſafely hope to receive 
what God from everlaſting has deſigned to give He 
fays my Counſel ſhall ſtand, and the Believer there- 
| C fore 
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fore ſays, my Faith ſhall not fail: He never changes 


his Purpoſe, and for that Reaſon I ſhall never be a- 


ſhamed of my Hope; he will never be diſappoint- 
ed of his Deſign, nor I deceived in my Expectation. 
The Immutability of his purpoſing Love. gives an 
effeRual ſecurity to a confiding Soul. 

. Thirdly, From the Promiſes of the Word. Theſe 
are many and great, and run in ſuch Terms as 
theſe ; Iſrael ſhall be ſaved in the Lord with an everlaſt- 
ing Salvation, ye ſhall never be aſhamed, nor confounded 
Warld without End, Iſai. xlv. 7. Fear not for - ye ſhall 
not be aſhamed, nor be cunfounded, for ye ſhall not 
be put to ſhame, Iſai. liv. 4. And again, whoſoever be- 
lieveth on him ſhall not be aſhamed, Rom. x: 11. 1 Pet. 
ii. 6. Theſe are the Promiſes which God has gi- 
ven us, and faithful is he that hath promiſed; and 
if ſo, then they are ſafe that have believed. Di- 
vine Verity ever has been and ever will be good 
Security. God will never break his own Word, nor 
balk his Peoples Hopes. His Truth muſt fail, if 
their Hopes are deceived ; but this can never be. I 
ſay it cannot be; we have a ſure Hope of eternal Life, 
becauſe God that cannot lie has promis'd it, Tit. i. 2. 
It's impoſſible for God to lie, Heb. vi. 18. It is not im- 
poſſible for Men, even the beſt, the honeſteſt Men in 
the World, to lic. It's indeed improbable they ſhould, 
we hope and believe they will not deceive us: But 
it is not impoſſible, a thing they canuot do; but ſo 
it is in the preſent Caſe, it's impoſſible for God to 
lie: this is a thing he cannot do; he that cannot 
lie has promis'd this before the World began ; and 


it's at once his Glory. and our Safety that he can- 
ä not 
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not do it. The Pſalmiſt therefore pleads with God, 
and all that Truſt in him may do it in the ſame 
manner; Remember the Word unto thy Servant, upon 
which thou haſt cauſed me to Hope, Pſal. cxix 49. Haſt 
thou not ſaid he that believes ſhall never be con- 
founded? Is it not thine awn Word, that thou 
would'ſt aſſuredly do me good? Lord I have hoped. 
in this Word: Thou didſt cauſe and enable me ſo 
to do; and wilt thou at once break a Promiſe 
of thine-own" making, and daſh a Hope of thine 
own raiſing ? No! We may be aſſured this he will 
never do, for faithful is he that has promiſed- He. 
can do all he will do, and he will do all A has: 
promiſed to do. 

Fvurthiy, From the glorious Undertaking wy our | 
Redeemer. All that he has done, and is doings. 
gives us the fulleſt Aſſurance that our Truſt in God 
ſhall never make us aſhamed. di gie 

By the Obedience of his Life, and the Sufferings 
of his Death, he has purchas'd eternal Redemption 
for all thoſe that. obey him, and we are therefore 
ſaid, thro' the Spirit, to wait for the hope of Righteouſ- 
neſs by Faith, Gal. v. 5. i. e. for Heaven purchas d 
by this Righteouſneſs, and therefore our Hope will 
not make us aſhamed; for what Chriſt has purehas d 
at this dear Rate, ſhall never be with-beld found: 
thoſe that Truſt in him. | 

His Reſurrection allo gives us the ſame Aſſurance. 


As he was delivered for our Offences, be was raid again 


for cur Juſtification, Rom. ii. ult. God raiſed him up 
from the Dead and gave him Glory, that our Falth and 
Ye might be in God, 1 Pet. i. 21. That we might 
C 2 Be- 
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Believe and Hope, that he who had raiſed up and 
glorifyd Chriſt the Head, would alſo at laſt glorify. 
his Members; and a Truſt built upon this Founda- 
tion, we may be aſſur d ſhall never make us aſhamed. 
His Interceſſion in Heaven does in like manner 
conſirm our Hope. This is ſaid: to be an Anchor 
ſure aui ſtedfaſt that will never fail us, and to enter into 
that within the Veil, whether the Furerunner is for us en 
ter d, Heb. vi. 19, 20. This lays: hold on God 
himſelf, and Chriſt as the High- Prieſt of the Church 
who entred there as our Forerunner to ſecure our 

Coming to him; where he prays that our Faith 

may not fail, and that our Hope of Heaven may 

not be diſappointed, but that where he is there all 
his may be alſo to behold his Glory, and we are 
ſure the Father always hears him. 

'Fifthly, The Nature of the Act, it © bein war 

which is 8 

Warranted by the Word, 

- Juſtifiable in the An and 

- Honourable to God. 

Firſt, It's well . 8 the Word. Ir comes 
under the moſt expreſs Command; it's required of 
us under the ſevereſt- Penalties, and is encouraged 
by the moſt gracious Promiſes. God has obliged 
us to exerciſe this Truſt in him, commanded us to 
do it, made it our indiſpenſable Duty; given us 
all poſſible Aſſurance of its Succeſs : and has him- 
ſelf wrought it, in the Souls of his People ; cauſed 
them to hope as well as commanded them to do 
it; and after all this, can we imagine, that he will 
deceive a contiding Soul, ſhame the Hope of = 

8 
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that Truſts him upon the Warrant of his Word; in 
Obedience to his ann apts r 
ragement of his Promiſe? A nwo id bu} 
Secomuly, It is a ching ſo Juſtibable FR tb Cs. 
ture. There are 'a Thouſand: Things we do of,. 
which we may well be aſhamed: Ve either are 
ſo, or have Reaſen to be fo: Thiags that cannot be 
juſtied; that wont bear telling by others, or thinł- 
ing of our ſelves, make us aſiumed. Such are Thingss 
. Weak and fooliſh, trifling and childiſh; wherein we 
act below ourſelves 3 perfotm à mean Part, which 
expoſes us to the Contempt and Reproach of others. 
Things, raſh and unadviſed, done in haſte and 
without due, or inderd am Conſideration ; theſe we 
repent of at leifure,. and cant 2 on 2 
bluſhing. Eſpecially Things, -: 

Really Sinful and Evil, dire&ly anni the Lanrof 
God, the Light of Nature, and the Rules of ſound 
Reaſon; theſe are things whereof we either are or ſball 
be aſhamed : whatever Pleaſure and Satisfaction we 
had in committing them, there's nothing but Pain 
and Shame in the review. bat Fruit bad you in 
t boſe 'Things, whereof he are now aſhamed ? Rom. vi. 1 7. 

But there can be none of theſe an ſaid of our 
Truſt in God t: 11160103 bo 

It is not a weak fooliſh Thing Others indeed 
may laugh at a good Man for a Fool, and banter 
his Faith as Folly ; but he is too ſenſible of the 
Wiſdom of the proceeding to be concerned at 
others rallying him upon it: He is well aſſured that 
herein he does not act à fooliſh Part; he is not leſt 
ta do àa weak Thing; but that this really is, and 
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at laſt will be found to be, the wiſeſt thing he ever 
did. He never did better for himſelf, nor more con- 
ſulted his own Advantage, than when he did this. 
And will not, ſbould not Men praiſe. thee, inſtead of 
laughing at thee, when then doſt well for thy ſelf? 
Nor does this come into the number of Things 
raſh and unadviſed . Things done in haſte we many 
times repent of at leiſure, and wiſh them undone : 
But this is quite of another Nature. In this we 
may be fearleſs and conſident, as the Apoſtle was, 
in that noble Declaration of his, Nevertheleſs I am 
not aſbam d, for I knew whom I have believed, and am 
perſwaded he is able to keep that which I bave committed 
to him, 2 Tim. i. 12. I am no more aſham'd of 
« what I have done, than I am afraid of what 1 


if ee ſhall ſuffer ; in this will I be confident, I will a- 
un « bide by it, and ſtand to it in the Face of the 


bh * World. I know what I did hen I believed; it 
i «was not a raſh and unadviſed Thing, but done 
« upon good Grounds, and mature Deliberation. 
« 1 am ſo far from ſeeing any Cauſe to repent of it, 
« that it's what I wou'd. do again, were it yet to-do; MW 
| « nay, it's what I deſire to be always doing: Had 
15 Iten Thouſand Souls I would venture them all 
4 te this way; I wou'd commit them to his Care and 
| | « Keeping, and am well aſſur d, I ſhou'd- never _, 
4 c aſham'd of what I had done”: | 
| Much leſs can there be any danger of Shame 1 
| on the account of its being an evil Thing. There 
| can be no manner of Pretence for this. It's a Debt 
I we all owe, and an Homage we are bound to pay 
; | to our great Creator and Redeemer by the Law of 
1 Na- 
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Nature. It's what God has expreſiy commanded in 
his Word, and that under the ſevereſt Penalties. 
Bleſſedneſs is pronounc d upon thoſe that dol it, 
and always annex'd to this Truſt; and we ſhall 
therefore be ſo far from being aſham d of doing it, 
that we can never. juſtify our ſelres in the Neglect 
of ir. To all which we add, That this is 
Thirdly, Honourable to God. He does not only 
require this, but aſſures us he is highly pleas'd: with 
it, that he reckons himſelf glorified hy it: Abraham, 
being ſtrong in Faith, gave Glory to God, Rom. iv. 19, 20. 
And ſhall that which is ſo pleaſing to God, in che 
end cauſe Shame to his People? Will he reproach an 
Act, that gives him ſo much — We may:be 
ſure he will not. ET 
Briefly, ſhou'd they be put to > Confuſion that truſt 
in God, then the Promiſes he has made to his Son, 
and to his Servants muſt be vain. The Father muſt 
be falſe to his Word, and unjaſt to his: Son. The 
Redeemer's Blood wou d be ſhed in vain, and him- 
ſelf either impotent or unfaithſul, or both. The 
confiding Soul wou d become the jeſt of Infidels, 
and the Triumph of Devils. The Scriptures muſt be 
idle Tales, and our whole Bible one continued Fa- 
ble: Faith but a Fancy, and Hope no better than 
a Dream. But, thank God, none of theſe ſhall ever 
be, and therefore, he that puts his Truſt in the Lord 
we are ſure ſhall never be put to Confuſion. 
Having gone thro' theſe general Heads, I Hall 
improve them under 1 fei W üg 
n „ad a em H 
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U I. If good Men ſhall not be aſham d of theif 
Faith, and Hope; they will be aſham'd of their Fears 
and Unbelief; Of all their groundleſs Jealoafirs and 
Miſprifions, their diſtruſt of God's Care, Power and 
Faithfulneſs; of their haſty Concluſions, that one 
Day they ſhall periſ by the Hands of their Ene - 
mies: That the Lord hath forſaken them, and theit 
God has forgotten them: That their Way is hid 
from the Lord, and their Judgment paſs d over from 
their God. Upon Reflection, they will be aſham' d 
of ſuch Queſtions as theſe, Has the Lord forgotten 
to be gracious? Does his Promiſe fail for evermore ? 
Is: his Mercy clean gone? Will he be favourable no 
more ? Has he in Anger ſhut up his tender Mercies? 
They will be aſham'd of theſe Things another Day. 
God will bring them to acknowledge, as the Pſalmiſt 
did, This is my Infirmity, my Sin, a very great Fault, 
I now fee it, I own it, I am aſhamed of it. It con- 
founds me to think I ſhould be ſo unbelieving, that 
I ſhould in this. manner diſtruſt the Power and 
Faithfulneſs, queſtion the Care and Kindneſs of 
that God who never fail'd a believing Soul, 
Uſe. II. He that's truly Religious has really, indeed 
unſpeakably the Advantage of all other Men. He 
does that of which he ſhall never be aſhamed ; Bleſ- 
fed therefore is the Man, that truſteth in the Lord g 
bleed above all other Men, he has every way the 
Advantage of 'em, both in Life and Death. 
Ia Life he has vaſtly the Advantage of them. He 
may and often does fall ſhort of em in other Reſpects; 
He may not have the Gifts and Accompliſhments 
of ſome other Men, their Learning, their Honours, 
| their 
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their Riches, ce, but in this he far exceeds them all: 
By truſting in God, he has that to quiet his Mind, 
and render. him eaſy, which theſe Things can't 
furniſh out to thoſe that enjoy them in the greateſt 
Abundance ; and by this Means he has that inward 
Peace and Comfort without them, which many 0 
thers never enjoy with em. In every State and 
Condition of Life he has that to truſt to which will 
never fail him. If he cannot ſtand by himſelf, he 
may lean upon the Lord. If his Burdens are too heavy 
for him to bear, he knows how to diſpoſe of em, be- 
ing not only allow 'd, but commanded tg caſt them 
upon that God, who has promis d, and is able to ſu- 
ſtein him. In the greateſt Dangers he can always 
make a ſafe Retreat. He ſhall not be afraid of evil 
Tidings, for his Heart is fixed, truſting in God 3 
or if Fears are getting up and ready to prevail i in 
him, he ſuppreſſes em this way. At what Time 1 
am afraid, I will put my Truſt in Thee. When I ſee 
a Storm coming, I'll put in to Thee for Shelter: 
and in all this, he is not afraid of himſelf; Conſci 
ence will never reproach him for his Truſt in G 
ſo long as he lives; tho others may. laugh at him 
for his Faith, and he may fall under the Laſh of 
their Tongue, he is ſecure from the Lathes, of his 
own Conſcience, and ſo long as this is quiet, iche 0- 
ther need give him no Diſturbance... Other Men will 
be aſham'd of their Truſt and Confidence, of their 
Hopes and ExpeRations. They that trult in them- 
ſelves, in the Alundatte of their Wealth, in Men, 
and make Fleſh their Arm, theſe /ba!l be bm d and 
confounded, all of em ſpall go to Confuſion together ; by 
D this 
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this wall never be the Lot of the Rightecus, fot 
Iſrael ſhall le ſaved of the Lord, with an E berluſting Sal. 
vation; they ſhall not be aſbant 4 nor confouniled, World 
without end, Iſaiah xlvi.,16, 17. which leads us alſo 
to obſerve how much he bas the Advantage of other 
Mor: | C018] (1193113 0 my 11 i Dns $4841 
In Death. Balaam was ſenſible of this, or he had 
never utter d that vain Wiſh, Let me die the Beuth uf 
the Righteous, and my laft” End be like his, Numbers 
xxlii. 10. Oh let me die the Death, not of the Rich, 
the Great, the Noble and" Honouribſe,"the' Wiſe 
and the Learned, the Senſualiſt and Vokptiibus ; 
no! but of the Righteous ; tho I wou'd' live and 
ſpend my Days with the former, let me die like 
theſe ; let me end my Life with them that have 
hope in their Death, and whoſe Hope will never 
make them aſham'd. Who wonld not die like theſe? 
This is the Man the Scripture pronounces Bleſ- 
ſed. Whatever befalls him, he is ſure not to be a 
1 ſham'd ; he may be afflicted various ways; he may 
1 be reproach'd and ſcorn d by others, laughed at and 
„ deſpis d for his Religion; he may be ſlandet d ànd re- 
? 


| vil'd, evil-ſpoketi of, cohdemn'd and perſecuted by 

q the World; he may be r&hiÞred by Satan, deſerted 
i for a Time, and in part by his God; he may be 
U in great Darkneſs, under many Doubts and Fears 
I concerning the Truth of his Faith, and the Certain- 
49 ty of his Salvation; but he ſhall never be aſham'd 
Wil either of his Faith or Hope ; ſo far is he at lat 
i il from being aſham'd becauſe he miſſes the Happineſs 
N he expected, that he ſhall be furpriz d to find it ſo 
lt much greater than erer lle imagined, His Hope then ĩs 
| | not 
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not ouly anſwer'd, but exceeded; ſo that he ſhall 
be obliged to acknowledge the one half was not 
told him. God does exceeding, abundantly. above 
all that ever entered into his Heart to conceive” 
His Services are required, in a Way ſo ſtrange and 
unexpected, that it's like, a Maſter's attending on 
his Servants, which, is yery ſurprizing, becauſe an 
unuſual thing. Verily 1 ſay unto you, ſpeaking of thoſe 
Servants that were found watching, the Lord will gird 
himſelf, aud make them fit down to Meat, aud. will come 
forth aud ſerve them, Luke xii 37, The true meaning 


of which aſtoniſhing, Expreſſion will never be fully un-: 


derſtood but in the Place where the Promiſe it ſelf is 
made good. The Flight is ſo high, that it ſoars a- 


bovye our Sight. Had not Chriſt himſelf ſpoke. 


them, the Words had been like thoſe St. Paul heard 
in the Third Heaven, unſpeakable, not lawful for 
one Magn, to utter, nor, poſſible for another to un- 
derſtand ; which fully beweg the Bleſſedneſs above 
others, of thoſe, that truſt in God, ſince. their Hope 
is ſo far from making them aſham d by meeting 
with a Diſappointment, that, it will hereafter be 
every way exceeded and outdone. . 

Uſe 11I. It's a ſevere Reproof to us that we are ſo 
little in the Exerciſe of hat is ſo much our Nuty» 
and would be ſo much to our Advantage. What 
Strangers are we to the Life of Faith! Don't we 
tempt others to think this is all but talk, a bold 
Rant, Vain and Romantick, ſpeaking big when at 
the bottom there's nothing in ĩt? Are there not many, 
things, which betray the weakneſs of our Faith ? 
Ag. * we know but little of the, Matter 2. 
ning: D 2 May 


28 The Nature and Advantage 
May not Chriſt ſay to many of us, as he did 
to his Diſciples, where's your Faith? How is it 
that you have no Faith? Why are you ſo unbelie- 
ving ? How is it that you are ſo uneaſy in your Spi- 
rits, and uneven in your Walk? How comes it to 
paſs your inward Peace Ebbs and Flows as your 
outward Comforts do? They that Truſt in the Lord 
ſhall be as Mount Zion, that cannnot be removed. How 
1s it then, that you are no more eſtabliſh'd > Thar 
you are ſo fearful, and in ſuch doubt, when you 
have ſuch a full Aſſurance, that they who put their 
Truſt in the Lord ſhall never be put to Confuſion? 
Therefore, 

Uſe. IV. Let ns endeavour to Underſtand the Na- 
ture of, and then to Exerciſe this Truſt in God. 
Learn better the Life of Faith. It's the way the 
Tuſt live; and is indeed the beſt, the nobleſt, the 
moſt excellent way of Living; moſt honourable to 
God and moſt comfortable to our ſelves : this will 
keep us in a ſtate of Peace here, and bring us to 
a ſtate of Glory and Happineſs hereafter, for ac- 
cording to this Prayer, having put our Truſt in the 
Lord, we may be aflur'd, that we ſhall never be put 
to Confuſion. 

This was the humble Hope and Confidence of 
our worthy Brother, whoſe Death we now lament. 
He was help'd to apply theſe Words to himſelf, and 
found Comfort in them, both in Life and Death ; 
he could humbly appeal to God concerning the Sin- 
cerity of his Traſt, and hoped to find the Advan- 
rage of it; that it would not make him aſhamed: 
Of i our deceaſed Brother, [ know you expect Þ 


ſhould 
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ſhould ſay ſomething. Mbout this 1 beliepe many' -- 
would be greatly diſappointed, and I don't know 
but by it, ſome may be offended ; either becauſe l f 
ſay too much or not enough. NES OE - »N 
I ſay to you, asthe Sons of the Prophet ſaid to Eliſa 1 
concerning the Tranſlation of EMab, do you not 
know that the Lord has taken away your Head to 
Day ? You do know this: we all know it, but do we 
conſider it > That we lament this Day, the Loſs © 
Of a Miniſter. Not of a private Chriſtian only: 
tho' when even ſuch are taken away, when the 
godly Man ceaſeth we may well cry out as the 
Pſalmift does, Help Lord Pal. xii. 1. But we bes 
wail the loſs of a Miniſter; One whoſe Work and 
Office was to Teach and Inſtruct the Ignorant, ro 
warn Men of their Danger, reprove them for their 
Faults, exhort them to their Duty, comfort them | 
under their Afflictions and Diſtreſſes; to ſhew unto \ 
them the way of Salvation: Here's a Light put out, 
a Veſſel broken, into which God had put the Trea- 
ſure of the Goſpel, a Shepherd ſmitten that was 


Ee wont to go in and out before the Sheep, and un- 
it der whoſe Miniſtry they found Paſture. It's the 

Loſs of a Minifter you lament ; God has taken a” 
of way your Shepherd from you this Day : He no 
it. longer is to be your Teacher and Inſtructor, you 
d ſhall never ſee his Face, nor hear his Voice more, 
\ and ſhou'd not Sorrow fill your Heart for the Loſs 
* of a Miniſter ? Eſpecially when it's the Loſs | 


Of an able, uſeful, ckilful Miniſter ; not one of mean 
and common Attainments, but eminently qualified 
and firred for his Work; one that was indeed a Work · 


Man, 
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go The Nature aud Advantage 
mans who. needed.not to he aſhamed, that knew how. 
to divide. the Word aright, and give. .to.cvery; May, 
his Portion; one that had ja, great Compaſs of 
Learning; having had the Advantage of a liberal 
Education both at Home and Abroad, beſides the 
Happineſs of a good Genius; one that had couſide · 
rabls. Gifts and Attainmevts, and an cxtepſive.Ca- 
pacity for the Service of Chriſt, and his Church. 
Such a Miniſter we. have loſt. Aud to ant | the 
ter, 
"Irs the Lok not of an aged Miniſter, of one ths 
bad reached the common Stage of Life, and was worn. 
out with Labour and Age, that had out- liy d his 
Strength and Capacity for Publick Service ; the Death 
of ſuch a one might in a Courſe of Nature haye been 
expefted, and wou d not have been ſo afflicting. 
But this is not the Caſe here; if we don't lament the 
Death of a young Miniſter, nor do we that of 
an old one, whoſe Sun was in its decline, and 
ready to ſet; we are depriv d of one in the midſt 
of his Years, the Prime and | Vigour of his Age, 
having reach d little more than Forty; and there- 
fore one that according to the common Courſe of 
Nature, might have lived many "Years for the 
Comfort of his Family, and the Benefit of the 
Church, this makes the Stroke ſo much the heavier- 
And as To have loſt a Miniſter, ſo ö 
His Family has loſt its Head.,. Don't they know: 
this? Are they infenſible of itꝰ Can they be una - 
fected with it? Is it not à Blom that cuts deep, and 
wounds in the moſt ſenſible Part? They have loſt in 
wen a. Husband, a, Father, à Brother z and muſk 


they 


Of Triffing in Px "n= - 7 


they not be deeply atfened with it ? Wil they "08 
lament for him, and'dropa Tear over him, cry 
ah, my Husband, my Father; And 1 
Can ſich a one die umlamented, and e 

Upon theſe Accounts we are 70 Sendo but aol * 
we Sorrow as thoſe that have” rib? Hope > Golf 9 2 : 
forbid” 3 ving 7 *; cuban 1 OT Sy % 

He truſted in Sog and made the Lord his Fo 8 
fidedce, therefore cod pray and htipe” he to od 

to . 


EN 


: 


not be aſhamed # add ft proved atcdrAing 
Wim and Expectatſon, for he finiſh d HYCoutle Wit 
Joy and Peace; left the Stage withourRegtet and Ul: 
ealinels, having done tis Part theteon ; he look! 
the King of Terrors in the Face withott Fear in, 
Amazement, took Death by its cold Hand with 2 

calm Mind, and welcom'd the Meſlage it brought, , 
tho' he had as much reaſon as many others to | 
deſire Life, conſidering his Age, Circumſtances, 


Family, &. yet to depart. and be with Chriſt, for 


him was much better. 

Having received the Sentence of Death within him; 
ſelf, how he ſubmitted to it, and with what Serenity 
of Mind he compos'd himſelf to die, let his ſolemn 
Farewel to his Family and Friends, the good Caun- 
ſel he gave them, and the Blefling with -which he 
bleſs d them in the Name of the Lords teſtify ; and 
may this never be forgotten ; may tral ways be re- 
membered and practiſed by thofe that Hard it. 

Whatever you ſaw in him that was Vertuous and 
Praiſe-worthy, tranſcribe in your Hearts and Lives; 
and if any thing was otherwiſe (for who have not 

their 


U 
[1 
| 
a! 
** 
nt 
: 
Irs 
My 


jl) 
| 
: 1 


* 
= 
— m 
> — 
—— 
— 
— 


— —— — — — 
— 


— —— 


* F > — 8 = * 
» — — 


— 
4 
= _——_ ——— * 
— 222 _ * 
_— - 2-4 
. 
1 
= = 4 
l 
U * 
= ; 
\ 
* 
Py x 
: 
= 1 
- 


— 
8 


n 
« - 


* 


, 
* : 
. 
” 
- ” 
33 
- 


the Life of our Souls, To him therefore let us lool, 
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cheir Nevi? Miniſters tho called Angels, no mots 

live like them without Faults than Food) let-that' be 3 

buried i In his Grave. . 1 * 4 
To conclude. By this Providence God. ule | 
loud to us all; to his Family, to this Church, to hig 
Brethren ; And may this ſad Event be- ſanRified;to q 
us all, and thoſe more eſpecially concern d thereig 4 
be ſupported under it. It's only the Grace of tha 

God whoſe, Hand has done this, that can turn ſuch Þ 
an Affliction to our ſpiritual Benefit, and make the ; 
Death of our Friends, and eſpecially our Minilters; i 


that this Chaſtening which is not in it ſelf, joyous ? 
but grievous, may afterwards yield the peaceable I 
Fruits of Wann to thoſe that are ct 
thereby ? | ort 
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